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Session Two 

 

The book of Romans is a beautiful painting of 

God’s great power and love to redeem humanity 

from their sins.  However the base coat of paint 

placed upon this canvas of the gospel of Christ is 

very dark indeed.   Before God can add the colors 

of redemption and salvation, He must show mans 

true condition, dark and without hope.   

 

Chapter 1:18-32 showed the darkness of those 

who primarily do not have the written Law of God 

to guide them.  Chapter Two continues to stroke 

on the dark base coat of man’s condition.  

However, these strokes of God’s brush paint the 

dark condition of the Jew.  God is showing that 

heritage will not make you acceptable to Him.  

 

Read chapter 2  

 

Judging others, is it a sin?   

 

What does it mean to “judge”?   

 

 “…to form an opinion about through careful 

weighing of evidence and testing of 

premises.”1  

 

Mat 7:1-2 

 

So wait a minute, do we have permission to go 

around judging one another?   

 

Rom 14:1-4; 10-13 

                                                 
1
Merriam-Webster, I. (2003). Merriam-Webster's 

collegiate dictionary. Includes index. (Eleventh ed.). 

Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, Inc. 
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Okay so we are not judge one another, right?  The 

answer is yes and no.   

 

Mat 7:15-20  

 

In this Mat 7:15-20 passage, we see that we are 

to judge.  If we didn’t judge we wouldn’t know 

when we have a wolf in sheep’s clothing or when 

a person produces bad fruit.   

  

“Don’t judge me”, “stop judging me” or “The Bible 

says that I am to work out my own salvation”.   

These are statements you might here but what’s 

the motivation behind those statements?  If there 

was never any judging one another then we are a 

part of the “amoral” society that is being 

propagated today.   

 

“Work out your own salvation”, many times is 
used as a cop out to deflect confrontation of 
their sins.  Those who use “work out your own 
salvation” as a copout fail to quote the 
continuation of that Scripture.  “…for it is God 
who works in you both to will and to do for His 
good pleasure.” Php 2:13(NKJV) 
 

There is only one thing, one standard that we are 

to use in judging and that is the Word of God. 

 

However it is WRONG to judge, even using the 

Word of God, if you do not have all the facts.  It is 

also WRONG when you are judging for the wrong 

reasons, meaning selfish reasons.   

 

 The Pharisees caught the wrath of Jesus not 

because of their strict codes but because they 

were not living up to the things they were judging 

and condemning others of.      
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Mat 7:3-5  

 

Here’s an example of judging when you don’t 

have all the facts, it’s not motivated by love and is 

done for selfish reasons.    

 
Careful How You Fill In the Blanks

2
 

Eph 4:1-6; James 3:4-18; 1 Cor 1:10-11 

 

For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and 

every evil thing are there.  

James 3:16 (NKJV) 

Sunday morning the church was abuzz with 

confusion.  You could feel the tension in the air.  It 

was a tight and anxious feeling.  You could scan 

through the crowd and see some talking in whispered 

tones with angry scowls upon their face.  Some were 

in whispered tones with ñcan you believe it, why Iôve 

neveré.ò  Some were looks of absolute confusion 

looking to and fro trying to make sense of the whole 

situation.   

The crowd came to a slow hush as the pastor stepped 

into the pulpit.  With tears streaming down his face 

and his voice broken with emotion he spoke with 

meekness.  

An Awful Thing 

ñSomething awful has happened to this congregation 

this week.  Someone allowed the devil to fill in the 

blanks in their minds over a situation.  Through their 

misinterpretation they began to report something as 

truth that was a lie.  It has been reported that I am 

having an affair.ò   

 

                                                 
2
 From Collections for the Journey of Life by Jeff Scalf ï Published by Tate 

Publishing 2008 
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The Blank Filled In 

ñThis report comes from someone who, passing by 

my office one day this past week, looked through the 

window in my door and saw me hugging a beautiful 

young woman.  From that the blank that was filled in 

was, óthe pastor must be having an affair.ôò 

ñI heed the Biblical warning of óabstaining from the 

very appearance of evil.ô  Therefore, I do not hug 

women I am not related to.  This young lady came to 

my office in tears and broken over the news she had 

just received from the doctors of her two year old 

son.  That news was that her two year old boy was 

diagnosed with an advanced stage of Leukemia.  She 

knew that she was away from God and was ready to 

come back to Him.   

The Mystery Woman 

This young lady that I was saw hugging in my office 

is my sisterôs daughter, my niece.  Sheôs more like a 

daughter to me than a niece.  I watched her grow up 

and as a child through early teens she was literally on 

fire for God.  I also watched in heartache as she 

walked away from God as a teenager because of 

unfounded rumors and judgments about her youth 

pastor, which caused dissention in the youth group.  I 

have wept with my sister on more than one occasion 

for God to reach her and bring her back to Him.  This 

week God was bringing her back to Him.  I willingly 

embraced my loved one because she was hurt, afraid, 

and repentant.    

When the news of this awful and unfounded rumor 

was reported to me, my immediate thoughts were not 

of my reputation but of my niece.  With all the hurt 

from her youth over ñchurch peopleò using their 

tongues to spread judgments and dissention, would 

she stay with God or once again walk away dismayed 

over ñChristiansò?   
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Whatôs The Focus? 

It appears that those who allow their tongues to be 

used to spread rumors, dissention, and judgment are 

not at all concerned about Christôs command and 

commission to the church and His followers.  ñLook 

unto the harvest fields and bring in the harvest.ò  

These individuals are inward focused trying to find 

the faults of others rather than seeking to save the 

lost.  Folks, no one has to look very long to find 

plenty of faults.  We will all have them and will 

continue to until we reach heaven.   

Promoting the Devils Scheme 

Do you see how easy it is for us to fall prey to the 

devilôs tactics to fill in the blanks?  But whatôs worse 

than allowing the devil to fill in the blanks, is to use 

our tongue to promote such.  At the very least, 

instead of going to others that person should have 

come to me and questioned me about what they saw.  

I could have accurately filled in the blanks and none 

of this horrible event would have happened.   

Casting the First Stone 

However, I do not stand here today to cast a 

condemning stone at you.  I, like the Pharisees when 

questioned by Jesus, ñhe who is without sin let him 

cast the first stone,ò cannot cast one.  I too have at 

times allowed the devil to fill in the blanks and I 

didnôt pursue the truth to verify the answer I filled in 

the blank with.   

The Lesson to Learn 

May we all learn not to fill in the blanks without 

testing the validity and truthfulness of the answers to 

which we ascribe to those blanks.  May we learn to 

hold our tongue in subjection to Christ and keep our 

eyes outward to the harvest.ò   
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ñHe who loves purity of heart é has grace on his 

lips,ò Prov 22:11a (NKJV). 

How does love deal with sin?   

 

Well what or rather WHO is love?  How does He 

deal with sin?  Does God just overlook it?  How 

does God deal with sin?   

 

The motivation for any judging is LOVE and it is to 

be seasoned with grace and conviction, never 

condemnation.  Before we cast our judgment, we 

are to first know all the facts including that of our 

own lives.   

 

Once we have removed the beam from our own 

eye we are then able to address our brothers’ 

speck, if we still see it at all.  

 

Eph 4:15  

 

Gal 6:1-2  

 

When you are judging and confronting a brother 

or sister in Christ about sin and they use the cop 

out phrases about judging them, perhaps you can 

say, “Am I judging you or am I confronting you in 

love with the Word of God and you’re feeling 

conviction?”   

 

Back to Romans 2 

 

Here Paul is specifically addressing the Jews who 

thought their heritage as a Jew brought automatic 

acceptance before God.  WRONG!  They were just 

as lost as those who had never heard the Law but 

WHY? 
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The reason is because they are breakers of the 

law.  They too have been unable to keep the law, 

thus what claim do they have to be acceptable to 

God?   

 

We see here is that to God, sin is sin and He 

shows no partiality in respect to heritage when 

He judges sin.   

 

Verses 1-10  

 

Vs 4 – Goodness of God (God is a good God) leads 

you to repentance.  

 

 2 Co 7:10(NKJV) 10For godly sorrow 
produces repentance leading to salvation, 
not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the 
world produces death. 

 

Vs 5 – after repentance if you allow your 

relationship with God to grow cold and go back 

into sin you are heaping up for yourself the same 

wrath of those in Chapter 1. 

 

Vs 11 – There is NO partiality with God.   

 

Wait a minute, what about the differences in how 

God dealt with King Saul and King David’s sins.   

 

King Saul only “partially” disobeyed God and he 

got the kingdom stripped from his hands and died 

by suicide.  
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King David violated 4 of the 10 commandments.  

1. He coveted his neighbor’s wife.  

2. He stole his neighbor’s wife. 

3. He committed adultery.  

4. He committed murder.  

 

According to the Law that God gave Moses 

committing adultery and murder carried the 

death penalty.   So technically King David should 

have been executed for his sins yet God forgave 

and allowed David to still be King.  The question 

is, why?  Let’s reread verses 4 & 5 for the answer. 

 

Repentance is the reason why God dealt with King 

Saul and King David differently.   

 

Vs 13 - Can a man be justified, (appear before 

God just as if he had never sinned) by works? 

 

Eph 2:8-9 

  

James 2:14-22  

 

Your faith will spur you on to do the works of one 

who has faith and is redeemed.  Yet what are 

those works?   It is the Word of God and the Holy 

Spirit conforming you into the image of Christ.  

Those works are your obedience to the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit to obey the Word of 

God.   

 

Verses 12-16 put a strain on our thinking.  Will 

those who never heard the name of Jesus but did 

good works according to their conscience, go to 

heaven? 
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Wait – Vs 13-15 is an interjection of the thought 

started in verse 12.  So if you took verses 13-15 

out and read verses 12 & 16 together as one 

thought, how does it read? 

 

Nonetheless verses 13-15 are in the Bible so we 

must deal with it!  Therefore the question 

remains, will those who have never heard the 

name of Jesus, but did good works according to 

their conscience go to heaven? 

 

John 3:3 – Did Jesus stutter? 

  

John 3:5-6 – Did Jesus stutter? 

 

If humanity could get to heaven through their 

good works, according to the knowledge of good 

and evil they have written upon their hearts, then 

why did God send Jesus to die for our sins?   

 

It would be very cruel of God send His Son to die 

for our sins if we could get to heaven some other 

way.   

 

Some might say that those who die having never 

heard the name of Jesus but lived a good life, will 

have a chance to accept Him once they die.   

Sounds good except there’s no Scriptures in its 

context to support such a claim.   

 

Some would also say, “You cannot put God in a 

box and say that He will not give those who’ve 

never heard the gospel a second chance”.    
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If that’s true then why did God condemn us by 

allowing us to hear the gospel?  If that’s true then 

wouldn’t it be better that no one ever hears the 

gospel so they’ll have a chance to accept Jesus 

once they die?   

 

We’re not putting God in a box He’s put us in the 

box.   

 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Ac 4:12(NKJV) 
 

I’m not bent on sending those who’ve never had 

an opportunity to here gospel to hell!  I want us 

to feel the uneasiness and plight of the sinners 

going to hell and that we’ve got a job to do as we 

will see in chapter 3 of Romans.  

 

Verses 17-24  

 

The Jew looked down upon those who were not 

included in the covenant given to the Jews.  The 

Jews considered themselves chosen people no 

matter how inconsistent their own lives might be.  

 

Paul is pointing out that both Jew and Gentile 

alike are without excuse.   Both the Gentile, in his 

ungodliness as well as the religious man who feels 

he is favored of God and under the protection of 

a religious covenant are both without excuse.  

 

Knowing the truth yet measuring and judging 

himself against the ungodliness of the Gentiles 

rather than the righteousness of the Law of God, 

will not excuse him of his sins.  
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The Gentiles had treated with contempt the 

means of knowing God, and God gave them up to 

gross sin.  Now Paul deals with the state of the 

Jew to whom God had given advantages, yet who 

were guilty of the greater ingratitude and 

shameful sin.  

 

They certainly were not in a position to stand in 

judgment against the Gentiles. They were 

committing the same sins against a greater 

knowledge.  

 

In the very act of judging the Gentiles, the Jews 

condemned themselves, for they were doing 

essentially the same thing, breaking the Law of 

God.  

 

Despising the riches of God’s goodness, they were 

treasuring up wrath for themselves.  The Jews had 

many spiritual privileges; unfortunately this made 

them proud, conceited and Pharisaical.  

 

The contrast between their profession and their 

conduct caused the Gentiles to blaspheme God as 

one who could not keep His chosen people from 

sin.  Therefore the privileges of the Jews 

increased their responsibility.  

 

There are many who want to be identified with 

the privileges of being a Christian, but who fail ON 

PURPOSE to stand by the principles and practices 

of being a Christ follower. 
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We often become entangled with God’s justice to 

the heathen, when our concerns should be 

focused upon the choices we have made toward 

God.  

 

Even today, is there not a reproach brought upon 

the name of Christ because of the inconsistencies 

of those who claim to be Christian.  

 

The true child of God is not one who makes an 

outward profession by religious practices only, 

but one whose activities truly represent an 

inward reality of being a “Christ-one.”   

 

In verses 28-29 let’s substitute “Jew” with 

“Christian” and read it to see if it has any 

relevance for us today. 

 

28For he is not a Christian who is one outwardly, 
nor is circumcision that which is outward in the 
flesh; 29but he is a Christian who is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not 
from men but from God. 
 

Mt 5:16(NKJV) 16Let your light {your testimony 
of Christ in you} so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 
 

 


