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Session 3 

The Altar of Incense 

Ex 30:34-38 

  

Built on purpose for a purpose 

 

Eph 2:19-22(NKJV) 19Now, therefore, you are no 

longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of 

God, 20having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 

the chief cornerstone, 21in whom the whole 

building, being fitted together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord, 22in whom you also are being 

built together for a dwelling place of God in the 

Spirit. 

 

The foundation of the church is the revelation of 

Jesus Christ as the Son of God and what He did for 

us at the cross.   

 

 Mt 16:16-18(NKJV) 16Simon Peter answered 
and saidΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΦέ 17Jesus answered and said to him, 
ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ {ƛƳƻƴ .ŀǊ-Jonah, for flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but My 
Father who is in heaven. 18And I also say to you 
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. 

 

1 Pe 2:4-6(NKJV) 4Coming to Him as to a living 
stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by 
God and precious, 5you also, as living stones, are 
being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, 
ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ƭŀȅ ƛƴ ½ƛƻƴ ! ŎƘƛŜŦ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΣ ŜƭŜŎǘΣ 



The Tabernacle Series 

Page 2 
âCJS Ministries 2010 

NOTES: 
 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

precious, And he who believes on Him will by no 
means ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀƳŜΦέ 

 

1 Co 3:9-11(NKJV) 9CƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΤ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ you are DƻŘΩǎ 
building. 10According to the grace of God which 
was given to me, as a wise master builder I have 
laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But 
let each one take heed how he builds on it. 
11For no other foundation can anyone lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 

The Church not built on the apostles per say as 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ 

men because men are fallen creatures.  He built it 

on the revelation of Who He Is.  Remember the 

Apostles were the eyewitnesses.   

 

1 Jn 1:1-5(NKJV) 1That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, concerning the 
Word of lifeτ 2the life was manifested, and we 
have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 
that eternal life which was with the Father and 
was manifested to usτ 3that which we have 
seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. 4And these things we write to you 
that your joy may be full. 5This is the message 
which we have heard from Him and declare to 
you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness 
at all. 
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Back to Eph 2:19-22 

 

Note vs 21 ς In whom not on whom ς Fitted 

together ς ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΧ ŀ Ioly Temple ς a 

ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΗ  

 

 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ 

but many fastened together on purpose for a 

purpose.   

 

The Church, our local church, though made of 

many, is to be fasted together to be one.  We are 

TO BE fastened together on purpose and for a 

purpose.   

 

DƻŘΩǎ ōƭǳŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ 

chance.   Moses and the Children of Israel had a 

few choices.   

 

1. Build the Tabernacle they way THEY wanted to 

build it.   

2. Look at the plans and after evaluating the cost, 

sacrifice and effort decide NOT to build it.   
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3. Follow the blue print and build it the way 

Jehovah said to build it. Pay the sacrifice and 

put forth their best effort to build it.  

 

As the church we are to be together in unity 

because God only abides or dwells in unity. 

 

Eph 4:1-6(NKJV) 1I, therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the 
calling with which you were called, 2with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, 3endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called in one hope of your calling; 
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all. 

 

What happens when the church fails to build the 

church according to His blue print of unity? 

 

Jas 3:13-17(NKJV) 13Who is wise and 
understanding among you? Let him show by 
good conduct that his works are done in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter 
envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not 
boast and lie against the truth. 15This wisdom 
does not descend from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, demonic. 16For where envy and self-
seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are 
there. 17But the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy. 
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We must be fitted together.  Not individuals doing 

our own thing! We may be standing on the same 

foundation but not unified or fitted together. We 

must be unified in faith, purpose and vision.   

  

When we are fitted together in faith, purpose and 

vision, the church grows in spiritual maturity.   

 

Eph 4:11-16(NKJV) 11And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, 12for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, 
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ; 14that we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the headτChristτ 
16from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love. 
 

Note that the Tabernacle is a place of service ς 

the church is a place of service unto God!  

 

(1 Pet 2:9)  But you are a chosen generation, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him 

who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

ƭƛƎƘǘΧ 
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Priesthood ς no priest comes to God empty 

handed!  Priests offered their service unto God!   

Also notice there are no chairs in the Holy Place 

ƻǊ Iƻƭȅ ƻŦ IƻƭƛŜǎΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ 

our generation?   

 

So as the Tabernacle if built on purpose with a 

purpose, so the Church of Jesus Christ was and is 

to be built on purpose with a purpose.   Yet also 

just as the Tabernacle had many purposes the 

ultimate purpose was to show the world God 

Jehovah.   So the Church today is to be fitted 

together to show the world Jesus.   

 

The Altar of Incense  

 

(Exo 40:5)  "You shall also set the altar of gold for 

the incense before the ark of the Testimony, and 

put up the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 
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The top is called the crown, which symbolizes 

power and ability.  It also keeps the incense from 

falling out!  - (Jude 1:24) Now to Him who is able 

ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎΧ 

  

The High priest would take the incense and 

present it in the Holy of Holies - Jude 24b - And to 

present you faultless before the presence of His 

ƎƭƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƧƻȅΧ 

 

The Altar of Incense represents the prayers of the 

saints and the High Priest.  

 

(Acts 10:4)  And when he observed him, he was 

afraid, and said, "What is it, lord?" So he said to 

him, "Your prayers and your alms have come up 

for a memorial before God. 

 

(Rev 8:2-4 NKJV)  And I saw the seven angels who 

stand before God, and to them were given seven 

trumpets. {3} Then another angel, having a golden 

censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given 

much incense, that he should offer it with the 

prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar 


