What will you experience in a typical worship service at St. Andrews?

We hope that this will answer some those questions. If you haven’t already, we encourage you to read
“What we believe”.

First we are a “Pentecostal” congregation which simply means we believe that the Holy Spirit can and is
working in the lives of Believers just as He did in the First Century Church. You will find that our worship
is expressive in clapping our hands, raising our hands, lifting our voices with praise and adoration unto
God. Some may dance unto the Lord during worship, some may bow before the Lord in worship, some
may cry, some may laugh, etc.... In any given service we will have a time for prayer at the “altar” where
we pray and lay hands on people in that God will touch them and meet their needs.

You will find that this congregation is a friendly one. You will find that the Pastor is committed to
preaching and teaching the Word of God. You will find that we are ethnically diverse and all are
welcome regardless of their color of ethnical background. One day all races of humanity are going to
worship God together around His Throne so we are rehearsing together now.

Why do we...

Why are some so expressive in their worship?

Psa 134:1-3 (NKJV) ' Behold, bless the Lord, All you servants of
the Lord, Who by night stand in the house of the Lord! * Lift up your
hands in the sanctuary, And bless the Lord. * The Lord who made
heaven and earth Bless you from Zion!

Psa 63:3-4 (NKJV ) > Because Your lovingkindness is better than
life, My lips shall praise You. * Thus | will bless You while | live; | will lift up my hands in Your name.

First Timothy 2:8 ( NKJV ) 8l desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and doubting;

Psa47:1-2 (NKJIV)' Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!
2 For the Lord Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth.

Psa 150:1-6 ( NKJV ) ' Praise the Lord!
Praise God in His sanctuary;
Praise Him in His mighty firmament!

Praise Him for His mighty acts;
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!
Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet;
Praise Him with the lute and harp!

Praise Him with the timbrel and dance;

Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes!
Praise Him with loud cymbals;

Praise Him with clashing cymbals!

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord!

2


http://ag.org/top/Beliefs/Statement_of_Fundamental_Truths/sft_short.cfm

Why do some speak in tongues during the worship service?

See our Fundamental Truths number 7 & 8

There two types of tongues in regards to the gifts of the Spirit. When a believer
is baptized in the Holy Spirit they will speak in tongues, which is not to be a
onetime event in their lives. It is a personal gift to be used on a regular basis.

Jude 1:20 ( NKJV ) °But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,

Ephesians 6:18 ( NKJV ) *®praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

Rom 8:26 ( NKJV ) *Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession £for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered.

The Bible, 1 Corinthians 14, instructs us concerning the gifts of the Spirit and their use of a corporate
worship service. Some have interpreted that the Bible in 1 Corinthians 14 restricts the use of the
personal gift of tongues in a corporate worship service. Although it is giving corrective teaching on the
use and purpose of tongues in a corporate setting, it does not forbid the use of personal tongues in a
corporate setting but rather that it be done decently and in order, meaning the proper time.

First Corinthians 14:39-40 ( NKJV ) **Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not
forbid to speak with tongues. “°Let all things be done decently and in order.

So while there is collective corporate praise and worship it is decent, in order and appropriate to
worship God in tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance.

The Corporate Gift of Tongues

There are times when God wants to speak to His people through the manifestation of the Gift of
Tongues. This manifestation will be distinct from all other things going on in the worship service. This
manifestation will be followed up by the gift of “interpretation of tongues”. So you will hear someone
speaking distinctly in tongues and the whole congregation will quite down and listen. Following that
utterance there will be one who will interpret what the message in tongues was to the congregation.

First Corinthians 12:10 ( NKJV ) *°to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
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Why do we lay hands on people and pray for them and
what is the “altar”?

The laying on of hands goes all the way back to the Old Testament and was
continued in the New Testament with Jesus. There’s nothing magical or
mystical about the laying on of hands. The laying on of hands is simply a sign
' of love for the individual and a sign of faith that God can release His power
through the person that is laying hands on the individual.

Mark 16:17-18 ( NKJV ) “’And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; ... they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Sometimes we will anoint people with oil when we lay hands on them.

Jms 5:14 ( NKJV ) “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.

What is the “altar” and why is it important? Click here to see Pastor Jeff's sermon notes on
the altar.

Why do we take up an offering every worship service?

Both the Old and New Testaments teach us the principle of giving of our
material possessions to God. The Bible teaches us that how we honor God
with our material possesses is a reflection of the depth of our relationship
with God.

Matt 6:19-21,24 ( NKJV ) “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; *°but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. >

For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also. 2%“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and

mammon.

We believe in giving God the tithe (a word meaning 10" or 10%) of our income. We believe in doing so
we show our faith in God to supply our needs and put Him to the test.

Malachi 3:10 ( NKJV ) '° Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My
house, And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If | will not open for you the windows of heaven
And pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.



Why do you take up special missions offerings as well as
tithes and offerings?

We have a Scriptural mandate to spread the gospel to every person on this
planet. While the overwhelming majority of us will never be a missionary in a

R foreign country there are thousands that will. They cannot go unless believers
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' help support them financially. We strongly believe in giving to missions and outreach endeavors.

As with all special giving, we do not pressure anyone to give anything, we simply convey the need and
let the Holy Spirit speak to the hearts of those present on what to give.

For sure this article did not answer all your questions but we hope it gives you a frame of reference as
you join us in our worship services. If you have more questions please contact us at 850-763-3268 or
click here to email us.

Blessings! Pastor Jeff
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The Altar
Rom 12:1-2

Text Rom 12:1-3

1 Cor 1:27 - 29 (NKJV) ’But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise,
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; **and
the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which
are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, *’that no flesh should glory in His presence.

The word “salvation” is mentioned 156 times

The word “mercy” is mentioned 269 times

The word “grace” is mentioned 137 times

That’s a total of 562.

The word “altar” is mentioned 322 times

The word “sacrifice” is mentioned 302 times

That’s a total of 624.

There’s a lot of emphasis placed on “salvation, mercy and grace” and there should be because that’s the
major theme of redemption. But without the altar and sacrifice there would be no mercy. There would
be no grace and there would be no salvation. Redemption is beautiful but it was graphic.

What is the altar and Where is the altar?

1. Where — it could be anywhere —it’s the intent of the heart that makes the altar successful.

What is the altar?

1. It’s not just some old religious relic or icon. It is a place of covenant and therefore a sacred place.
The altar is a place with God and man meet.

2. Itis a place where you come to our High Priest.

Heb 4:14 - 16 (NKJV) ““Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. *For we do not have a High Priest who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. °Let
us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in

time of need.

The Hebrew word for altar comes from the word “to slay”



The Altar in the Old Testament was recognized by it’s:
U Blood

U Pain

U Covenant

The altar is not a glamorous place

1. The altaris not a sterile place, it’s a place of filth, degradation, a place of pain, a place of sacrifice, a
place of death.

2. Preaching to some is about looking good — Altar ministry is about getting dirty.
3. It's a dirty place — where all your dirty hidden sins you bare to the altar

4. Iltis a place to bring your broken life,

your broken marriage,

your wayward children, your unsaved loved ones.

It’s a place to bring the impossible to God.
The altar is a place to bring your sickness, your anxieties, your cares.
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1 Pet 5:6 - 7 (NKJV) °Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you
in due time, “casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

5. It’s a place to bring your career goals, what you want, what you are striving to achieve in life.

A. You are to be a living sacrifice.
B. The problem with living sacrifices is that they keep crawling off the altar.

Abraham had the knife up ready to thrust it into the chest of God’s promise and that’s the precise
moment that God gave Abraham a breakthrough.

The altar is a place where you pour yourself out to God.
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1 Sam 1:9 - 18 (NKJV) °So Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the
priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the “tabernacle of the Lord. °And she was in bitterness
of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. "'Then she made a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts,
if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your
maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then | will give him to the Lord all the days of
his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.” *?And it happened, as she continued praying before

the Lord, that Eli watched her mouth. “*Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her
voice was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. *So Eli said to her, “How long will you be
drunk? Put your wine away from you!” **But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, | am a woman of
sorrowful spirit. | have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before
the Lord. "®Do not consider your maidservant a wicked® woman, for out of the abundance of my
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complaint and grief | have spoken until now.” Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the God

of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him.” ®And she said, “Let your maidservant find
favor in your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. She poured
herself out before God!

Psa 34:17 - 19 (NKJV) V/  The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, And delivers them out of all their
troubles. ®® The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite
spirit. > Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Psa141:1-2 (NKJV)' Lord, | cry outto You; Make haste to me!  Give ear to my voice when | cry
outto You.? Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.

Psa 142:1-7 (NKJV) ' | cry out to the Lord with my voice;  With my voice to the Lord | make my
supplication. > | pour out my complaint before Him; | declare before Him my trouble.®> When my
spirit was overwhelmed within me, Then You knew my path. Inthe way in which | walk  They have
secretly set a snare for me.* Look on my right hand and see,  For there is no one who acknowledges
me; Refuge has failed me; No one cares for my soul.” | cried out to You, O Lord: | said, “You are
my refuge, My portion in the land of the living. ® Attend to my cry, For | am brought very low;

Deliver me from my persecutors, For they are stronger thanl.” Bring my soul out of prison, That
| may praise Your name; The righteous shall surround me, For You shall deal bountifully with me.”

The altar is a place where your faith in God is expressed.

Jer 33:3 (NKJV) *Call to Me, and | will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do
not know.’

Jer 29:12 - 13 (NKJV) “Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and | will listen to you. *And
you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.

1 Pet 3:12 (NKJV) > For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their
prayers; Butthe face ofthelordA & I 3 Ayald (K2a$sS 6K2 R2 SOAf ®¢

When you get up from the altar your faith expressed in your obedience. “Lord kill the spider”

The altar is a place of worship! You may not have sin, sickness, etc...but you want to offer a sacrifice of
worship unto the Lord. Example of King David bringing the AOC back to Jerusalem.

The altar is a place where you encounter the presence of a holy and mighty God!
Isaiah - received a glorious experience and a call from God at the altar.

Isa 6:1 - 8 (NKJV) 'In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up,
and the train of His robe filled the temple. *Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two
he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. *And one cried to another and
said:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;  The whole earth is full of His glory!” “And the posts of the
door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. >So | said:
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“Woe is me, for | am undone! Because | am a man of unclean lips, And | dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips;  For my eyes have seen the King, The Lord of hosts.” *Then one of the
seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar.
’And he touched my mouth with it, and said:  “Behold, this has touched your lips;  Your iniquity is
taken away, And your sin purged.” ®Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying:  “Whom shall | send,

And who will go for Us?” Then | said, “Here am I! Send me

The altar is a place of humility.
1. The biggest obstacle for many to getting their breakthrough and deliverance is pride.

A. What about sin, isn’t it the biggest obstacle to getting your breakthrough?

B. Why will people NOT get ride of known sin in their life? Pride!

C. The altar is foolishness! Crying out to God, tears flowing, snot blowing!
1 Cor 1:27 - 29 (NKJV) *’But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise,
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; **and
the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which

are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, *’that no flesh should glory in His presence.

Psa 51:17 (NKJV) /'  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart—
These, O God, You will not despise.

Isa 57:15 (NKJV) *° For thus says the High and Lofty One  Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
“I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the

spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

1 Pet 5:6 - 7 (NKJV) *Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you
in due time, “casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

D. I|do not believe that you can receive from God ALL the glory and goodness He has for you until
you take it to the altar and get dirty.

E. The carnal nature shrinks from the idea of the altar! But your spirit man longs for the altar for it
is a place of breakthrough!

F. God wants to give you miracles and breakthroughs in your life but He can’t until you bring it to
the altar and truly give it all to Him.

The altar is a place of humility.
You say:

A. I'm bringing pornography to the altar, I’'m bringing alcohol to the altar, I’'m bringing those life
controlling substances to the altar.



B. I'm bring that bitterness and unforgiveness that | have towards another brother or sister in
Christ to the altar.

C. I'm bringing that bitterness and unforgiveness | have towards my father who abused me as a
child.

D. I'm bringing my lustful affairs to the altar...
E. I'm bringing my sickness and infirmities to the altar
F. I'm bringing my lost loved ones to the altar
G. I’'m bringing my career to the altar...
I’m bringing it all to the altar!
Closing
1. What do you have that needs to be brought to the altar?
2. What cares do you need to cast at His feet?

3. When you come to the altar The High Priest of Heaven will meet you there to receive your sacrifice
and give you mercy, grace, salvation, deliverance, healing, peace, joy,....

4. The first thing you must bring the altar every time is yourself — you need to continually place
yourself and all that you are, all that you have and all you want on the altar as a sacrifice to God.



